Week 2: A Life Interrupted by Grace

Introduction to Week 2: A Life Interrupted by Grace

In Acts 26, the apostle Paul reflects on his life before and after encountering Jesus. His
testimony reminds us that grace often enters our lives not when we are searching for
God, but when God interrupts our direction. Throughout Scripture, grace is revealed as
God’s initiative, His loving movement toward people in difficult circumstances. This
week’s devotions follow the lives
of people interrupted and
renewed by the grace of God. We
see grace confronting misguided
zeal, reshaping self-centered
priorities, meeting those in
isolation, restoring others after
failure, and welcoming prodigals
home with open arms. Grace
meets people exactly where they
are, but it never leaves them
unchanged. This week’s devotions invite us to reflect on the grace of God breaking into
our own lives. Grace calls us to stop, listen, and turn toward Him. As we reflect together,
we are reminded that grace is not something we earn or achieve; it is a gift of love given
by God through our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ.




Week 2: A Life Interrupted by Grace

Devotion 2.1: Grace that Changes Everything

Date: January 12, 2025. (Monday)

Scripture: Acts 9:1-6

Before Saul ever encountered Jesus on the road to Damascus, he was fully convinced
that he was doing the will of God. In Acts 26:9-11, Paul looks back honestly on his
former life and admits that he “believed that | must do many things contrary to the
name of Jesus of Nazareth.” Saul’s actions were intentional, passionate, and driven by
deep religious conviction. He was not indifferent toward God; he was deeply devoted.
Yet his devotion was tragically misdirected. With authority from religious leaders, he
imprisoned believers, approved of their deaths, and aggressively tried to force followers
of Jesus to abandon their faith. From the outside, Saul appeared powerful, confident,
and unstoppable, fully certain that he was on the right path.

The story of Saul is amazing, not because of the intensity of his opposition to Jesus, but
because of the depth of grace that met him in that moment. Saul was not searching for
Christ; Jesus stepped directly into Saul’s certainty and brought his plans to a complete
halt. Paul later acknowledged the basis for this divine interruption, saying that even
before he was born, God “chose me and called me by his marvelous grace. Then it
pleased him to reveal his Son to me so that | would proclaim the Good News about Jesus
to the Gentiles” (Galatians 1:15-16,). This interruption of grace reshaped his theology,
redirected his path forward, and changed his purpose. As previously seen, Paul would
later testify that he persecuted the church of God (Galatians 1:13), but by grace he was
no longer defined by his past. The former persecutor became a witness, and the
destroyer became a servant. This is the power of God’s grace; it interrupts life’s
momentum and opens the way to a completely new future.

Reflection: Similar to Saul, we may be sincerely committed to certain paths, beliefs, or
habits that feel right and justified, yet they may be misaligned with God’s heart. Grace
lovingly interrupts us, not to condemn us, but to redeem us. As you reflect today,
consider this question: Where might Jesus be interrupting my direction, assumptions, or
plans in order to lead me into something new? When Jesus steps into our story, He
never leaves us unchanged.

Prayer: Lord Jesus, thank You for the grace that interrupts our lives and redirects our
hearts. Help us to recognize Your voice when You call us to stop, listen, and turn toward

You. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.

Worship Song: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nr_AOHcvSOI



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Nr_A0HcvSOI

Week 2: A Life Interrupted by Grace

Devotion 2.2: Grace that Changes the Heart

Date: January 13, 2025 (Tuesday)

Scripture: Luke 19:1-10

Zacchaeus was a man whose life appeared settled and successful from the outside
looking in. As a chief tax collector, he had wealth, status, and authority; however, his life
was driven by self-interest and marked by dishonesty. He was used to taking for himself,
securing his future through money and power. When Jesus passed through Jericho,
Zacchaeus did not set out looking for repentance or a changed life. He was simply
curious, yet grace interrupted his ordinary day when Jesus stopped beneath the
sycamore tree, looked up, and called him by name. Jesus invited Himself into
Zacchaeus’s home, disrupting not only his schedule, but his priorities and assumptions
about who God welcomed and how change happens.

This encounter with Jesus reshaped Zacchaeus’s heart from the inside out. Standing
before the Lord, Zacchaeus declared that he would give half of his possessions to the
poor and repay anyone he had cheated four times over. This was not a demand imposed
by Jesus, but a response awakened by grace. What once motivated Zacchaeus, self-gain,
security, and status was replaced by repentance, generosity, and a desire to make things
right. Jesus affirmed this transformation, declaring, “Salvation has come to this home
today” (Luke 19:9). God’s grace was extended to Zacchaeus when He forgave him; it
changed his heart. God’s love led him to repentance, and repentance led to a life
marked by generosity, and a reconciliation with others.

Reflection: Grace does more than interrupt our lives; it reorients our hearts desires. Like
Zacchaeus, we may find ourselves motivated by things that celebrate self, protect
comfort, or accumulate more for ourselves. Yet when Jesus enters our story, grace
gently exposes these misplaced priorities and invites us into something better. As we
reflect on today’s devotion, ask ourselves: What currently motivates my choices and
priorities? Where might God be inviting me to respond to His grace by making things
right, letting go of self-centered pursuits, or becoming more generous toward others?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, thank You for grace that changes our hearts. Show me where my life
has been centered on myself instead of You. Lead me into true repentance, help me
make things right, and teach me to live generously toward others. In Jesus’ Name,
Amen.

Worship Song: https://youtu.be/4i5UYXP0Gql?si=FHOS vKFOpCxpe4e



https://youtu.be/4i5UYXP0GqI?si=FHOS_vKFOpCxpe4e

Week 2: A Life Interrupted by Grace

Devotion 2.3: Grace That Meets Us Where We Are

Date: January 14, 2025 (Wednesday)

Scripture: John 4:4-30, 39-42

The story of the nameless Samaritan woman at the well follows immediately after Jesus’
nighttime conversation with Nicodemus, a respected Pharisee and prominent member
of the Jewish ruling council. In contrast to Nicodemus, educated, religious, and
influential, John introduces us to a woman who seemed to be socially invisible and
marginalized. In John 4, we read about Jesus intentionally traveling through Samaria and
engaging a lone Samaritan woman who had come to draw water from Jacob’s well just
outside the city of Sychar. This encounter was very unusual because Jews typically
avoided Samaria altogether, viewing Samaritans as religiously impure and outside God’s
covenant promises. Even more striking, Jewish men, especially rabbis, did not engage
women in public conversation. Yet Jesus crossed every social, cultural, and religious
boundary to speak with this woman.

Her presence at the well alone, and during the heat of the day, also reveals her
isolation. Drawing water was usually a communal and social activity, but this woman
came alone, perhaps to avoid the judgment or evaluation of others. Her lifestyle may
have marked her as an outcast, an unmarried woman living with a man after a series of
broken relationships. However, Jesus did not avoid her but initiated a conversation with
her. Jesus offered her what He called “living water,” a gift that went far deeper than
physical thirst. For a woman well acquainted with rejection, this moment was grace-
filled. Jesus saw her, spoke to her, and knew her story, yet He did not turn away. Jesus
summarized her past without condemning her and invited her into truth. In doing so,
grace interrupted her daily routine and reshaped her heart, moving her toward
repentance, restoration, and witness. Scripture tells us she left her water jar behind and
ran back to the town, inviting others to come and meet the One who had changed her
life.

Reflection: Jesus’ willingness to stop, speak, and listen became the doorway through
which grace flowed into the Smartian woman’s life. As you reflect today, consider this
guestion: Where might God be inviting me to extend grace through simple presence,
patience, or compassion toward someone who feels overlooked or marginalized?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, thank You for grace that meets us where we are. Teach us to see
people the way You do and to respond to them with your example of grace. In Jesus’
Name, Amen

Worship Song: https://youtu.be/iknAOga0Yk8?si=mxzLRcqjsvbn-xVf



https://youtu.be/iknAOqa0Yk8?si=mxzLRcqjsvbn-xVf
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Devotion 2.4: Grace that Redeems After Failure

Date: January 15, 2025 (Thursday)
Scripture: John 21:1-19

Peter’s life was marked not only by deep devotion but also by very human weakness. At
times he was impulsive, passionate, and often acted before thinking. One vivid example
comes in the garden, when Peter drew a sword and cut off the ear of the high priest’s
servant in a misguided attempt to defend Jesus. Though his loyalty was sincere, Jesus
immediately corrected him, reminding Peter that God’s purposes are not achieved
through human force or fear-driven reactions.

The most painful moment in Peter’s journey came later that same night. Instead of
confidently declaring that he would never abandon Jesus, Peter denied knowing Him
three times when confronted by fear and pressure. With each denial, Peter chose self-
protection over courage. When the rooster crowed and Peter realized what he had
done, scripture tells us that he wept bitterly. In that moment, Peter’s confidence
collapsed and his failure must have led him to feel hopeless. The disciple who had
walked on water and who had declared Jesus to be the Messiah now stood broken,
unsure if there was any future left for him in God’s plan.

However, after the resurrection Peter’s life was interrupted by an encounter of grace.
On the shore of the Sea of Galilee Jesus intentionally sought out Peter. He did not
confront Peter with condemnation or reminders of his sin. Instead, He gently asked him
three times, “Do you love me? “This question mirrored Peter’s three denials. Each time
Peter responded with “you know | love you”, Jesus entrusted him with new
responsibilities: “Feed my lambs... take care of my sheep... feed my sheep.” Grace did
not ignore Peter’s failure, but it refused to let that failure define him. Jesus restored
Peter’s calling and reaffirmed his purpose.

Reflection: Peter’s story reassures us that grace does not only interrupt lives moving in
the wrong direction; it also meets believers who feel disqualified by their past mistakes.
Failure does not place us beyond God’s reach, and Jesus does not abandon us in
moments of weakness. In contrast, He seeks us out, speaks truth with love, and restores
what we believe is lost.

Prayer: Gracious Lord, thank You that our failures do not have the final word. Help us
walk forward in Your grace, trusting You to redeem what feels broken. In Jesus’ name,
Amen.

Worship Song: https://youtu.be/hwc2d1Xt8gM?si=RfvzXKUe0saG-wjB



https://youtu.be/hwc2d1Xt8gM?si=RfvzXKUe0saG-wjB
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Devotion 2.5: Grace That Welcomes Us Home

Date: January 16, 2025 (Friday)

Scripture: Luke 15:11-24

Few stories capture the heart of grace more vividly than Jesus’ parable of the prodigal
son. The younger son asked for his inheritance and then left home, choosing
independence over relationship and self-direction over belonging. Taking what was
given to him, he went far away and squandered everything on self-centered living. Over
time, the life he had chosen collapsed under the weight of his decisions. Broken and
desperate, he found himself feeding pigs, feeling empty, isolated, and far from home.
The turning point of the story is not found in the son’s resolve to return home, but in
the father’s response. Jesus tells us that while the son was still a long way off, his father
saw him, was filled with compassion, and ran to meet him. Without hesitation, the
father ran and embraced his son, restored his dignity, and welcomed him home. This is a
picture of God, our Heavenly Father, the one who persistently calls His children home,
who waits patiently, and who continues to love even when we wander away from Him.

Jesus tells this parable to help us understand the heart of grace of our Heavenly Father.
God’s grace is not based on what we have done but on what He has already given. “For
God loved the world so much that he gave his one and only Son” (John 3:16). The
Father’s love is sacrificial, costly, and freely offered. At the cross, Jesus opened His arms
and carried our sin, removing it “as far as the east is from the west” (Psalm 103:12).
Through the gift of grace, we are invited to return, not as servants earning a place, but
as children welcomed home. Grace interrupts our story, not with condemnation, but
with restoration, reconciliation, and belonging. As my mother used to explain grace to
me... G.R.A.C.E. is God’s Riches at Christ’s Expense.

Reflection: Today we are invited to be still and remember the love of God, and the
Father who waits patiently and calls us home. Maybe we have felt distant from His
presence, distracted, weary, or unsure of where we belong. Perhaps we are carrying the
weight of praying for someone we love who is far from home. This parable reminds us
that the Father’s heart is always turned toward His children, and His grace is ready to be
received.

Prayer: Father, thank You for Your patient love and open arms. Help us remember that
we are always welcome in Your presence. Draw our hearts and the hearts of those we

love back home to You. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.

Worship Song: https://youtu.be/Eetyte3iBzU?si=pmB2RpsyOwL4Dvvj



https://youtu.be/Eetyte3jBzU?si=pmB2RpsyOwL4Dvvj

