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Introduction to Week 4: “I Am Sending You”

In Acts 26, the apostle Paul stands before King Agrippa and tells the story of how his life
was changed forever. At the center of his testimony are the words of the risen Jesus

spoken to him on the road to _ i
Damascus: “Now get to your e T -,

Am Sending You”

feet! For | have appeared to you Week 4: “]
to appoint you as My servant -
and witness... | am sending you
to open their eyes, so they may
turn from darkness to light and
from the power of Satan to God.
Then they will receive forgiveness
for their sins and be given a place
among God’s people, who are set
apart by faith in Me” (Acts 26:16-
18). Paul’s encounter with Jesus
was not only a moment of forgiveness and transformation; it was also a moment of
commissioning. From that day forward, Paul understood that his life no longer belonged
to himself. He had been saved, and he had been sent.

These words reveal something essential about the Christian life. When Jesus calls us to
Himself, He also calls us to join Him in His work. As Jesus later said to His disciples, “As
the Father has sent Me, so | am sending you” (John 20:21). Being sent does not always
look dramatic or heroic. Sometimes it means speaking a quiet word of hope, walking
patiently with someone in need, or being faithful in a place God has already put us. At
other times, it means stepping into something new, uncertain, or uncomfortable. But in
every case, God does not send us alone or empty-handed. He sends us with His
message, His presence, and His Spirit.

This week’s devotions invite us to reflect on what it means to live as a sent people.
Rooted in Paul’s testimony in Acts 26, we will consider how God sends us with the
message of life; how He works through us even when we feel unready; how He
sometimes redirects our plans; how He calls us to move forward in faith rather than
fear, and how He sends us together as the Body of Christ. As we walk through this week,
may we learn again to hear Jesus’ words personally and trustingly: “I am sending you.”
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Devotion 4.1: Sent with the Message of Life
Date: January 26, 2026 (Monday)
Scripture: Acts 26:16-18
When the risen Jesus appeared to Paul, He did not only reveal Himself but He gave him
a mission and message, specifically to share the good news of Jesus with the Gentiles.
Jesus said, “I am sending you to open their eyes, so they may turn from darkness to light
and from the power of Satan to God. Then they will receive forgiveness for their sins and
be given a place among God’s people, who are set apart by faith in Me” (Acts 26:18)..
This mission to share God’s plan of salvation was and still is a life-giving message. The
heart of this message is often summarized in what many call the Romans Road, a simple
way of explaining the gospel from the book of Romans:

e Our need: “For all have sinned in this: while we were still
and fall short of the glory of God” sinners, Christ died for us”
(Romans 3:23). (Romans 5:8).

o The consequence of sin: “For the e Ourresponse: “If you confess
wages of sin is death” (Romans with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’
6:23a). and believe in your heart that

e God'’s gift: “But the gift of God is God raised Him from the dead,
eternal life in Christ Jesus our you will be saved” (Romans 10:9).
Lord” (Romans 6:23b). e God’s promise: “For everyone

e God’s love shown: “But God who calls on the name of the Lord
demonstrates His own love for us will be saved” (Romans 10:13)

Over the years on a few occasions, | have sometimes simply asked people, friends in
particular, sometimes those who had been attending church or just showing interest
“Do you know the good news message of Jesus? Has anyone ever really explained it to
you?” In some recent instances after explaining the salvation message, | have been
genuinely surprised by how open people were, and how natural it felt for them to say,
“Yes, | would like to receive Christ.” More than once, they later told me that they had
already been feeling drawn to God and drawn to the stories of Jesus before we ever
spoke.

Reflection: The gospel is not only the message that saved us; it is the message God calls
us to carry to others. Take a moment to reflect: How clearly could we explain the Good
News of Jesus if someone asked us today? And who might God be quietly placing in our
path, already preparing their heart for this message of life?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, help us see the hearts of those you are preparing to receive you.
Give us the love and courage to share your message of life. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.
Worship Song: https://youtu.be/WvFMyEhbEmO0?si=ophKqM43059bVGVU



https://youtu.be/WvFMyEhbEm0?si=ophKqM43059bVGVU
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Devotion 4.2: Sent, Even When We Feel Unready
Date: January 27, 2026 (Tuesday)
Scripture: Exodus 3:1-12; 4:10-12

When God appeared to Moses in the burning bush, He revealed not only His holiness
and power, but He also gave Moses a mission. God called him to return to Egypt and
lead His people out of slavery. This was not a small or comfortable assignment,
especially given Moses’ personal history. Forty years earlier, Moses had fled Egypt and
had been living quietly as a shepherd in Midian. He had left behind his position as an
adopted grandson of the Pharoah, his influence, and any sense of being a leader. Now,
after decades of obscurity, God was calling him back to the very place he had run from,
to confront the most powerful ruler in the world and to lead a suffering nation to
freedom. Moses immediately felt overwhelmed by what God was asking. He questioned
his own worth, his own abilities, and even his credibility: “Who am | to appear before
Pharaoh?” and “What if they don’t believe me or listen to me?” and finally, “Lord, I'm
not very good with words.” In every way Moses felt deeply unqualified for the task set
before him.

God’s call on Moses’ life was not about his confidence, his earned qualifications, his
persuasive abilities, or being “ready enough.” It was about God’s plan and the presence
and faithfulness of God to lead him. God’s central promise to Moses was simple and
powerful: “I will be with you” (Exodus 3:12). When Moses continued to protest, God
reminded him that He is the One who gives people their abilities, and that He Himself
would help Moses speak and teach him what to say (Exodus 4:11-12). This story
reminds us that God often sends us before we feel ready. He does not wait until we feel
fully equipped or fearless. In fact, He frequently calls us in our weakness so that it
becomes clear that the work is being done by His power, not ours. Similar to Moses, we
may place the emphasis on what we lack, but God focuses on who He is. Being sent by
God is about trusting the God who goes with us and works through us.

Reflection: God’s call on our lives often stretches us beyond what feels comfortable or
safe. Where might God be asking you to step out, even though you feel unsure or
unprepared? What would it look like to trust His promise, “I will be with you,” instead of
waiting until you feel more capable or ready?

Prayer: Lord, when we feel weak and unready, help us to trust Your presence more than
our abilities. Teach us to rely on You and not on ourselves. Use us, even in our
weakness, for Your purposes. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.

Worship Song: https://youtu.be/TnO5B G505w?si=0S1TmkEgx8fvibS8



https://youtu.be/TnO5B_G505w?si=oS1TmkEgx8fvIbS8
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Devotion 4.3: Sent, But Not Always Where We Expected

Date: January 28, 2026 (Wednesday)

Scripture: Acts 16:6-10

As Paul and his companions traveled on their missionary journeys, they had clear plans
about where they wanted to go and what they hoped to do. In Acts 16, we are told that
the Holy Spirit prevented them from preaching in certain regions and did not allow them
to enter others. Doors they expected to walk through were closed, and their carefully
made plans were interrupted. Then, in a vision, Paul saw a man from Macedonia calling
for help, and in that moment, God redirected the entire course of their mission. What
they thought would be one path became another, and the gospel moved into a whole
new part of the world. This passage teaches us that being sent by God does not mean
we are always the keepers of the plan. At times, God guides us as much by closed doors
as He does through open ones. The call to follow Jesus is not only a call to go, but a call
to trust His leading step by step. God’s purposes are often larger and wiser than our
plans, and learning to follow His direction is part of faithful obedience.

God is attentive to the prayers of people, and sometimes we are sent to meet the needs
of others in ways we never planned. Paul himself knew this personally. When he first
encountered Jesus and became blind, all he could do was pray and God sent Ananias to
him (Acts 9). In the same way, God asks us to be open to His Spirit, even when our plans
change because of shifting circumstances, challenges, or unexpected events. Closed
doors often lead to unexpected windows of light, and God knows the way. We can trust
His Spirit to direct us, and His direction may come through changing circumstances, His
Word, encounters with other believers, or even dreams and visions. As many of you
know, A&W has been a place | often go to pray, read, or prepare messages. More than
once, God has used that ordinary place to intersect my life with others, and I've had
unexpected opportunities to listen, to pray, or to share Jesus with others. Over time, a
few people with smiles on their face have referred to A&W as the “Alleluia Worship
Centre,” because it has become a place of encounter, conversation, and quiet ministry.

Reflection: Where have you noticed God closing doors or changing your plans recently?
How might He be redirecting or refocusing your plans on the mission He has for you?
Today, let us be attentive to the guidance of the Holy Spirit.

Prayer: Lord, teach us to trust You when our plans change and our path is redirected.
Help us to walk in step with Your Spirit and to recognize the divine appointments You
place before us. In Jesus’” Name, Amen.

Worship Song: https://youtu.be/HhbtVCI67pw?si=j3PRJW_1rGisOES8d



https://youtu.be/HhbtVCI67pw?si=j3PRJW_1rGisOE8d
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Devotion 4.4: Sent to Move Forward, Not Turn Back

Date: January 29, 2026 (Thursday)
Scripture: Numbers 13:30-31; 14:8-9

When Moses sent the twelve spies into the Promised Land, they all returned having
seen the same land, the same fruit, and the same fortified cities. But they did not return
with the same conclusions. Caleb tried to quiet the people and said, “Let’s go at once to
take the land... We can certainly conquer it!” (Numbers 13:30) The others responded in
fear, saying, “We can’t go up against them! They are stronger than we are!” (13:31) The
difference between these two responses was not in what they saw, but in what they
believed about God.

In the next chapter, Joshua and Caleb pleaded with the people not to turn back in fear
but to trust the Lord: “If the Lord is pleased with us, He will bring us safely into that land
and give it to us... The Lord is with us! Don’t be afraid of them!” (Numbers 14:8-9) This
moment reveals how easily fear can stop God’s people at the edge of His promises. The
tragedy is not that the land was challenging or formidable, but that the people chose
fear over faith. Yet God honoured Joshua and Caleb because they trusted Him and were
willing to move forward when others wanted to retreat.

There are times in our lives and in the life of a church community when we need to
pause and reflect on where God has brought us from and where He is now leading us.
There may be newcomers to our church or community, people or groups in need, or
moments when we are called to speak truth in love, to advocate for others, or to step
into new areas of ministry. Sometimes God’s call stretches us beyond what feels safe or
familiar, and the temptation is to pull back, delay, or ignore what He is stirring in our
hearts. But God reminds us that moving forward in His mission is always done with His
presence and His power, not our own.

Reflection: Where might fear be tempting you or your church to hold back when God is
calling you to move forward? What step of faith might God be inviting you to take in
trusting Him more fully?

Prayer: Lord, give us courage to trust You when the way forward feels uncertain. Help us
not to retreat in fear, but to walk forward in faith and obedience. Thank You that You go
with us and before us. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.

Worship song: https://youtu.be/6GGFb6LcX3U?si=50Jstr7dIVAJ9aBw



https://youtu.be/6GGFb6LcX3U?si=5oJstr7dIVAJ9aBw
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Devotion 4.5: Sent Together as the Body of Christ
Date: January 30, 2026 (Friday)
Scripture: Luke 10:1-8
When Jesus sent out His disciples, He did not send them alone. Luke tells us that He sent
them two by two ahead of Him into every town and place He was about to go. This was
not just a practical detail—it was a spiritual design. From the beginning, God intended
His mission to be carried out in community. The disciples were to encourage one
another, support one another, and share both the burden and the joy of the work. In
the same way, Scripture teaches us that the church is one body with many parts, each
one needed, each one connected, and each one called to serve together.
Jesus also taught them to depend on God and on one another. They were not to rely on
their own resources, but on God’s provision and the hospitality of others. They were to
extend peace, care for the sick, and proclaim the nearness of God’s kingdom. Their
mission was never about drawing attention to themselves, but about preparing the way
for Jesus. When they returned, excited about what they had seen God do through them,
Jesus gently reminded them that the greatest joy was not in power or success, but in the
fact that their names were written in heaven (Luke 10:20). The rest of Scripture helps us

understand who we are when God sends us together:

We are a royal priesthood and God’s
special possession: You are a chosen
people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation,
God’s special possession, that you may
declare the praises of Him who called
you out of darkness into His wonderful
light (1 Peter 2:9).

We are living stones being built
together: You also, like living stones, are
being built into a spiritual house (1 Peter
2:5).

We are Christ’s ambassadors: We are
therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as

though God were making His appeal
through us (2 Corinthians 5:20).

We share the same Spirit and different
gifts: There are different kinds of gifts,
but the same Spirit distributes them...
Now you are the body of Christ, and
each one of you is a part of it” (1
Corinthians 12:4, 27).

God is the one who is working among
us with purpose: For we are God’s
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to
do good works, which God prepared in
advance for us to do” (Ephesians 2:10).

All of this reminds us that God still sends His people the same way today—not as
isolated individuals, but as the Body of Christ. We are called to walk together, pray
together, serve together, and carry one another’s burdens. The same Spirit who lived
and worked through the disciples lives in us today. And God has a purpose, not only for
us individually but for us together as His church, drawing on the gifts of the whole body
to make Christ known in our community and beyond.
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Reflection: How is God inviting you to serve not just on your own but more fully as part
of His Body? What gift or service might He be calling you to offer for the good of the
whole church?

Prayer: Lord, thank You that You have made us one body in Christ. Help us to walk in
unity, humility, and love. Use us together by Your Spirit, to make Jesus known. In Jesus’
Name, Amen.

Worship Song: https://youtu.be/GJhBhuvr9Ys?si=kliJVjLrjzZ96A7Em



https://youtu.be/GJhBhuvr9Ys?si=kIiJVjLrjz96A7Em
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